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THE UNIVERSITY OF DAYTON 
PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT 
DAYTON, OHIO 45409 AREA CODE 513 229-2646 
JOE McLAUGHL IN 
DIRECTOR, GENERAL PUBLICITY 
DAYTON, Ohio, January 5, 1970 --- Old Testament scholars from the United states, 
Italy and Germany, making up the committee of The Old Testament Form Critical Project, 
will meet at the University of Dayton from Thursday, January 8, through Tuesday, 
January 13. Dr. Kent Richards of UD's Department of Theological Studies is a member 
of the group and serving as its host during the five-day period. 
This is the fourth bi-annual meeting of the committee which previously met at the 
Union Theological Seminary, Duke University; and the Claremont Graduate School, 
Claremont, California. The project is designed for the eventual publication of the 
Interpreter's Handbook of Old Testament Form Criticism, which will be published inter-
nationally. 
The group's Prospectus, which reveals that the project will take five years, says: 
"Since the beginning of the century Biblical Studies have seen the rapid refine-
ments of old techniques and the creative advancement of new procedures. Both the old 
and the new have been developed in an effort to understand and communicate the meaning 
of the Bible. But out of all of the new improvements the most far-reaching and penetra-
ting found its beginning in the first decade of this century. It has been known 
generally in scholarly circles as Form Criticism. 
"This so-called Form Criticism is a specific way of bringing to light the Bibli-
cal pass~es for our contemporary understanding. Its approach is to raise specific 
questions about Biblical passages . . .•.••... " 
In connection with the meetings, there will be two lectures open to the public free 
of charge. Rev. Dennis McCarthy, S.J., who is professor of Old Testament, Fbntifical 
Biblical Institute, Rome, Italy, will lecture this Thursday, January 8, at 3:30 P.M. 
on "Theology and Free Inquiry in the Catholic University." The talk will be given in 
Kennedy Union, Room 310. 
The second lecture will be given by Dr. Rolf Knierim, Professor of Old Testament, 
School of Theology at Claremont, California, on Monday, January 12, at 3 P.M . in the 
second floor Lecture Room (Ballroom), Kennedy Union . 
The rest of the committee includes: 
Gene Tucker, Associate Professor of Old Testament, Duke University Divinity School, 
Durham, North Carolina; 
George Coats, Professor of Old Testament, Lexington Theological Seminary, Lexington 
Theological Seminary, Lexington, Kentucky; 
Erhard Gerstenberger, Dozent, Heidelberg University, Heidelberg, Germany; 
Rev. Roland Murphy, O. Carm., Professor of Old Testament, Catholic University of 
America, Washington, D.C . ; 
H. Eberhard von Waldow, Professor of Old Testament, Pittsburgh Theological Seminary -
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania; 
J. William Whedbee, Assistant Professor of Religion, Fbmona College, Claremont, 
California. 
Professor Richards is an Assistant Professor of Old Testament at the University 
of Dayton. 
(Note to News Media: Dr. Richards can be reached at his office, 229-4335, or the 
Theology Department, 229-4321.) 
